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N pringtime and early summer mean birth, growth,
and renewal. For coyotes, it can also mean bul-

¥ lets, arrows, and killing contests. Killing contests,

e now illegal in six states and growing, are per-

ed in most U.S. states, and they are often held at

t during the coyotes’ short window for breeding.

can result in the loss of one or both members of a

d pair, and if the female is killed before weaning,

rohaned pups will be left to starve at the den and

ar’s reproductive effort lost. Nevertheless, state

e agencies have long turned a blind eye to recre-

| hunters using trucks, hounds, bait, callers, ATVs,

mote cameras to kill coyotes, receiving money

izes for slaughtering the most or the largest

s. Many hunters claim that the killing helps keep

tions manageable. But the impact is exactly the

te: Indiscriminate killing actually causes coyote

s to increase and directly threatens ecosystem
y and stability.

A territory is not just habitat. It is @ defended ar.ea
contains all of the food, water, cover, and den s
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The Price of Resilience
Along with human-caused mortality, factors such as

mange, rabies, tick-borne illnesses, worms, quilling by
porcupines, and encounters with competitors all take
their toll. Yet, coyote populations still thrive. Biolo-
gists call this resilience. Ironically, this may be the one
trait that creates the most trouble for coyotes. Animals
whose numbers grow despite attempts to eradicate
them become, in human parlance, varmints. Rather than

admire coyote tenacity, humans despise their resistance
to control. We should consider this point closely.

Self-Regulation
How is it that coyotes do not reproduce out of Cllfn
trol? The answer is self-regulation. For cOyotes: S0l

| PR
regulation occurs most commonly through temtorf;:aty
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Now available in a browser friendly format, accdSsible
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from any mobile device! |

e Online inventory/lost & found reports

oy + The undisputed leader in dispatch, field and
- enforcement services
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SOFTWARE PRODUCTS

Advanced reporting/dashboards

Integrated mapping/GPS services

Licensing (onsite and onlinel]

and s0 much more...

No bundling requirements, no hidden fees..
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mmon in urban areas. U“derstand
avior Is essential to peacefy|

Coyotes ar€ co
our own beh

UNDERSTANDING
COYOTE BEHAVIOR
. Most interactions with coyotes in urban areas

result from the presence of a dog, anf:i/c;l:‘rom
intentional or unintentional food availability.

. Coyotes are much like our domestic dogs and

share similar behaviors. Curiosity anﬁi play are
often misinterpreted as being "hold” or aggressive.

. Coyotesare naturally timid, but may view dogs as a
threat or as competitors for territories, and for‘
resources. They may defend their mates, their
territory, and their pups during bregding season
(winter) and pup rearing season (spring & summer).
Understandably, they have a young family to protect.

. Coyotes may attempt to escort or divert your dog
away from a den site or a food resource. Coyotes
do not want to injure themselves, so they may put
on a show to get your dog to move along,
including a bluff charge or hunching the back,
dropping the head and showing teeth. These
“threat displays” are intended to scare your dog
away without the risk of making physical contact. If
the dog doesn't move away, or engages the
coyote, the threat may escalate.

+ Coyotes’ primary food sources in our cities include
rats, gophers, insects, and fruit. Buthumanand pet

foods (and water) may attract coyotes, so eliminate
these attractants to reduce negative encounters.
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know

Ing Canine heh

* Toprotect yoursmall dog, in coyote areas:
+ Avoid using a flexi-leash

+ Avoid walking near bushy areas
m ﬂ'@e zones#

+ Stand or walk with other people,
and/or larger dogs

« Avoid walking small dogs at dawn

« |If a coyote gets too close for your comfort, and you

can make and maintain eye contact, leash your
larger dog or pick up your small dog, and haze the
coyote (leam how to do this correctly using our
Coyote Hazing Field Guide). If the coyote doesn't leave,
it's likely there’s a den, pups, or food source that the
coyote is protecting. Don't run. Lea}re the area
calmly. Change your routine to avoid this

challenging area for awhile.

. |f a coyote performs a threat display, or two or more

coyotes charge your
the area calmly.

larger dog(s), leash up and leave
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